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Your Money Matters1 

Overview 

Money Impacts Marriage, Too  
 

 
Talk About Money Before You Marry 

 
Why 
Couples 
Don't 

 
Ron and Lynn dated a year before 

they became engaged. Ron was very romantic, 
sending flowers for special occasions and taking 
Lynn for dinner to fine restaurants. There were 
expensive gifts, a beautiful diamond ring and a 
honeymoon cruise. A few months after the 
wedding, Lynn was shocked to find out that Ron 
owed $12,000 in credit card debt, much of it 
acquired while they were dating. Lynn had never 
asked how Ron had paid for the gifts and had no 
idea it all went on charge cards.



Before Mike 
and Sandy 
married, the 
subject of 
salaries or bills 
never came up. 
Mike had a 
good paying 
job and Sandy 
also worked 

and paid her half of the monthly bills. Sandy was 
often stretched to pay her share, but Mike always 
seemed to have extra money. He never hesitated 
to buy anything he wanted, while Sandy never 
had extra money to spend for herself. Sandy knew 
his salary was twice the amount of her own, but 
she felt uncomfortable about talking to Mike 
about their financial arrangements. 
 

Know Your Own Values and Attitudes 
Money Can Be an Emotional Issue 

 



Blending Incomes 
 

Advantages

Disadvantage

Advantages: 

Disadvantage: 

Advantages: 

Disadvantages: 

 
Dealing with Money 
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For More Information 
 

Reference List 

Stress and The Healthy 
Family

Making 
Financial Plans Together

Managing Two 
Incomes: Yours, Mine and Ours

The 9 Steps To Financial 
Freedom


